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Last month the Be Red 
Cross Ready program 
really got the chance to 
shine! Our statewide 
VISTA team worked so 
hard this September 
spreading the word 
about disaster prepared-
ness.   

Rita, Egon Gerson Cen-
ter VISTA, was covered 
in the Summit Daily 
News a couple of times. 
The  Egon Gerson Center  
also had a radio spot on 
Krystal 93 to highlight 
the 3 steps of disaster 
preparedness.   

Derik, Southwest Colo-
rado Chapter VISTA, had 
three press releases pub-
lished last month, a ra-
dio interview on KDUR 
and 99.7 The Point did a 
live feed from the blood 

drive that Derik organ-
ized. 

John and Mary, Pikes 
Peak Chapter VISTAs, 
have been covered by 
ABC Channel  13, 
FOX21, several radio 
spots including KIBT 
96.1, KCCT 96.9, and 
KKLI 106.3, and KVUU 
99.9 and they also had 
an article published in 
the Woodsmen Edition. 

Cathy, Centennial Chap-
ter VISTA, put on a pre-
paredness fair in Craig, 
CO last month and was 
covered by the Moffat 
County paper. During 
this event, some of the 
key players in Moffat 
County had the opportu-
nity to sit down together 
in the same room and 
talk about their services.  

There could 
be talk of a 
VOAD start-
ing up in 
N o r t h w e s t 
Colorado.   

This leads 
right into Ariel, VOAD 
VISTA housed at the Mile 
High Chapter.  She has 
been working hard on 
creating a document that 
will contain emergencies 
services offered by differ-
ent agencies here in 
Colorado.  

Please read on to find 
out more about all of the 
VISTA"s exciting accom-
plishments during the 
Save-a-Life September 
campaign.  ~J. Yenser 

The Colorado InterCorps 
Council (ICC) was 
started in 1998 by 
AmeriCorps members 
who wanted to help 
other members with re-
sources for their year of 
service.  Throughout the 
years the ICC has been 
active  depending on the 
demand.  This year along 

with another VISTA 
Team Leader, I have 
taken on a leadership 
position of the ICC and 
we are revamping it! Our 
main goal for the next 
few months is to find out 
and address the needs 
and wants of current 
AmeriCorps members   
in all streams of service. 

We are very excited to for 
our Holiday Party in De-
cember, this is going to 
be a great opportunity 
for AmeriCorps members 
throughout the state to 
socialize with others in 
national service. ~S. 
Bray 

Colorado InterCorps Council  

Save-A-Life September Results 
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Introducing Cathy Campbell 
Well, I'm of age, wacky, natu-
ral Ginger, (I'm a day 

walker:))  I have 2 puddy cats, 
Duncan a 19 year old Scot-
tish Fold and Harry a 6 year 
old Orange Tabby.  I have 
traveled down many diverse 
career and life paths and now 
I am here, back at the start-
ing point in the Fort Collins 
area.  I recently graduated 
from Colorado State Univer-
sity, took a while, but I did it!!  

I like bad TV, 
cooking, my crit-
ters, and sleep-
ing.  I laugh a lot 
and have the 
most  b izar re 
things happen to 
me, just ask me 
about me about 
the cow pooh in-
cident!! 

 I also have an 
Associates degree 

in Veterinary Technology from 
Colorado Mountain College as well 
as a Certified Massage Therapist 
for both humans and animals.  I 
was one of the first in the nation 
to be Certified in Canine Massage 
Therapy. ~C. Campbell 

are for men with cor-
sets.  

Since bread is square, 
then why is most 
sandwich meat round?  

Actually, good point.  
This is actually a pet peeve of mine.  
That is- square and circular things.  I 
much rather eat a round piece of 
meat at a square table than a square 
piece of meat at a round table.  More-
over, bread is bad for you, so you 
shouldn"t eat it anyways. 

Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard? 

Why isn!t the number 11 pro-
nounced onety one? 

It should be!  Though if it were, I don"t 
think I"d be able to say it anyways.  I 
would be giggling too hard.  It"s kind 
of a ticklish name for a #parallel$ 
number. 

Why is Charlie short for Charles if 
they are both the same number of 
letters? 

Ok, just a distinction here.  Chas/ 
Chaz are short for both Charlie and 
Charles.  Therefore, if I were a boy I 
would much more prefer Chasser/ 
Chazzer.  The names Charlie/ Charles 

Why doesn"t Jessica Yen-
ser have a beard? 

Tell me your favorite 
memory from your time 
at the Red Cross. I think 
I have too many to name: 
My week in New Orleans, 

Spending days preparing for a Span-
ish presentation and arriving at the 
presentation where the only commu-
nity member to show up was Viet-
namese and didn"t speak any Spanish 
or English! Breakfasts of Champions 
and sitting at a table with CRC, and 
of course there were a few particularly 
good happy hours %  

Good Luck Daphne" 

from high school, I decided it was 
time to take on the #big city$. 

 My mother used to say #vivir simpy 
de modo que otros puedan vivir 
simplemente$ which means #live 
simply so that others may simply 
live$. Ultimately that is what 
brought me to AmeriCorps%. (I 
knew I wanted to work for a non-
profit organization, and as luck 
would have it, I Googled non-profit, 
and stumbled into the Red Cross) I 

have been very fortunate and feel 
that this is an opportunity to give 
back to the community. ~A. Jones  

Welcome Ariel Jones  
I was born here in Colorado and 
stayed in Colorado until I was five.  
I grew up with a large family (three 
sisters and three brothers) in a little 
town in Nebraska.  After graduating 
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#vivir simpy de modo 
que otros puedan vivir 

simplemente$  

Meet Our Newest Members  



there are many things that I could use 
that I am forced to go without.  

Living at this level of income really 
makes you realize the disadvantages 
the impoverished have when it comes 
to simple semi-discretionary income 
items such as medical exams and car 
maintenance. Things that would seem 
like a necessity at an average income 
level become things that one hopes for 
but knows are not guaranteed when 
you"re on a living stipend. And you 
can just forget about the latest musi-
cal fest or season of your favorite TV 
show on DVD, as those sort of things 
are last on the priority list.  

All the financial struggles are dwarfed 
by the troubles of anxiety and loneli-
ness that come with moving across 

Relatively speaking, pledging to serve 
with AmeriCorps*VISTA is a definite 
example of voluntarily going from a 
prince to a pauper. Being paid at 
105& of the poverty level is an eye 
opening experience, as it means for 
me that I am making a third of what I 
made before joining AmeriCorps.  

I have had a nail in the tire of my car 
for over a month now, and that"s the 
least of my worries. So far the Fix-a-
Flat® has kept the air in my tire, so 
the nail in the tire is low on the prior-
ity list. I applied for and am receiving 
food stamps, the process of which was 
an experience in itself. With the help 
of the food stamps, the living stipend 
covers my basic needs (shelter, bills, 
other necessities) but beyond that 

the country, leaving all your loved 
ones behind, to live in a state you"ve 
never been to before and try to ac-
complish a seemingly impossible pro-
ject. It is really a strange feeling to 
have to start fresh on the friend-
making task, sort of like starting kin-
dergarten all over again.  

I don"t write this for pity or praise, 
simply so that those who work with 
us and are not in our position can 
understand what a sacrifice many of 
us have made to do what we do. All I 
ask for is that our work be appreci-
ated, and thus far I definitely feel like 
it has been, so I am very happy for 
the opportunity I"ve been given to 
work with all of you! ~J. Memmer  

Video games, reading, movies, hiking, 
video games, camping, beaches in 
Mexico, more video games, and late-
nights with close friends at Denny"s.  
These have been my staple summer 
activities in the past 
and, truthfully, I was 
looking forward vegging 
out with my Sims yet 
again this year.   

AmeriCorps*VISTA had 
other plans for me.    

Since joining John Mem-
mer at the Pikes Peak 
Chapter in late May, we 
have been able to spread 

the Be Red Cross Ready message to 
four of the eighteen targeted counties 
in Southeastern Colorado.  To date, 
we have reached over 1,880 Colorad-
ans by attending 18 community 

events.  For two 
specific events, we 
wrote new prepared-
ness presentations, 
Pet Preparedness 
and Weathering 
Winter"s Worst.   

Most importantly, 
the Penrose Library, 
CS, presentation 
was manned exclu-

sively by three of our eleven recently 
recruited Ambassador volunteers.  
These fabulous Ambassadors will pre-
sent the Be Red Cross Ready message 
to thousands of Coloradans during 
numerous community events this fall, 
including our first Spanish language 
presentation, and a 200+ audience 
presentation at New Life Church, both 
in October. 

With all this, one can see why I don"t 
have time to check on my beloved 
Sims anymore, but this summer"s 
vacation has been most rewarding 
nonetheless. ~M. Lowery 

What I Did on My Summer Vacation 

From Riches to Rags 

Red Cross attended the Silverthorne 
Flea Market, people were surprised 
to see us there.  At the BBQ at the 
Summit in August, it was often 
asked where the Red Cross was lo-
cated, and people were astonished 
by the answer that it was just 
around the corner.  Now that more 
and more people know the Red 
Cross is in the mountains, more 
people are volunteering and signing 
up for classes then ever before.  

With the successful implementation 
of the Ambassador program, hope-
fully the Red Cross will become a 
part of more people"s everyday lives. 
~R. Stevenson     

Even though there has been an 
American Red Cross service center 
in the Rocky Mountains for over 
thirty years, people still do not real-
ize that the Red Cross is present in 
their community.  With the help of 
the Egon Gerson Service Center 
manager, a VISTA member and a 
few unofficial Ambassadors, the Red 
Cross is finally becoming known to 
a broader population in Summit, 
Grand, and Lake County.  When the 

Egon Gerson Service Center and the Community  
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 Preparedness Month 

My September schedule for prepar-
edness month was very exciting and 
busy!!  I had a BIG 2 day event up 
in Craig, CO with 30+ partners in 
disaster preparedness with Ameri-
c a n  R e d  C r o s s  A m b a s s a -
dor Training included.  I was really 

e x c i t e d 
a b o u t 
this and 
the fact 
that our 
Chapter 
got a 

45000 grant to make this event a 
reality. Creating new working rela-
tionships both locally and through-
out the chapter"s jurisdiction has 
been both hectic and rewarding. 

I have also been given an opportu-
nity to set up tables at both the food 
banks here in Larimer County to 
hand out information to our 
neighbors that would not usually 
get this information.  I also have the 
opportunity to meet with Colorado 
State University student organiza-
tions to start creating a large pool of 

Ambassadors on many different lev-
els to reach a larger population.  I 
also have meetings and two quick 
presentations to give with Neighbor 
to Neighbor and Catholic Charities.  
I am also working with Habitat for 
Humanity in creating welcome bas-
kets with American Red Cross infor-
mation, small first aid kits, and 
flashlights.  I am also creating a 
pa r tne rsh ip  be tween  CART 
(Colorado Animal Response Teams) 
and the Centennial Chapter.  So 
that"s it for now kids. ~C. Campbell 

In addition to the drive, I distrib-
uted a press release earlier in Sep-
tember on National Preparedness 
Month which led to a media interest 
on the issue. I appeared on KRDO 
Nightly News and Fox21"s Morning 
Show explaining to people how to 
#Get a Kit$. In addition, Mary Low-
ery and another volunteer recorded 
a radio interview with Clear Chan-
nel Communications which was to 

September is National Preparedness 
Month, and to commemorate the 
month we at the Pikes Peak Chapter 
of the American Red Cross held a 
blood drive on September 28 th  in 
collaboration with Sam"s Club and 
Bonfils Blood Services. The drive 
was held with a mobile blood bank 
in the parking lot of the Sam"s Club 
on South Academy.  

air multiple times on Sunday, Sep-
tember 23rd.  

Aside the media coverage and blood 
drive, we"re simply focusing on our 
community events, of which we 
have had many. Through our com-
munity events so far  in September 
we"ve reached just under 1000 peo-
ple, who hopefully used the actions 
we recommended to become #Red 
Cross Ready$! ~J. Memmer   

Preparing the Springs  

entations in the month September, 
one on the 5 th  and one on the 25 th . 
So I was pretty busy trying to 
spread the word about disaster pre-

paredness. I don"t know if I have 
mentioned this yet, but I was really 
excited about the month of Septem-
ber! ~D. Marshall   

Durango Blood Drive  
I was really excited about Septem-
ber because it is National Prepared-
ness month. We partnered with 
United Blood Services to do a blood 
drive. The drive was called #Save A 
Life September$ and was held on 
Sept. 21 st at the Red Cross office in 
Durango from 2pm to 6pm. I also 
talked to one of the local radio sta-
tions here and they agreed to do a 
live feed at the blood drive. I also 
had two #Be Red Cross Ready$ pres-
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#Save a life September$  

Are you Ready?  



to make managing a 
disaster situation 
more efficient and ef-
fective< by knowing 
who does what, and 
when, and if they are 
not able to comply, 
who will. I will be 
starting off in the 
Denver Volunteer Or-
ganizations Active in 

I am working with the 
Colorado Volunteer Or-
ganizations Active in 
Disaster COVOAD, and 
we, in collaboration with 
the Colorado Division of 
Emergency Manage-
ment, are putting to-
gether the Colorado 
Emergency Management 
Directory. It is designed 

Disaster DRVOAD, which, is Den-
ver and surrounding counties. 
From there, I will move on to the 
state VOAD. ~A. Jones  

Peak Chapter, I invited the Humane 
Society of the Pikes Peak Region to 
join us in our Community Disaster 
Education Program.  I share the 
Humane Society"s passion for pets 
and bring my knowledge of disaster 

preparedness 
for animals to 
t h e  t a b l e .  
They boast a 
bevy of volun-
teers who are 

equally as interested in animal 
safety before, during, and after a 
disaster.  Together, we can share 
resources to spread the BRCR mes-
sage to more families in Colorado.   
We will both have a great time doing 
what we do best, while impacting 
the community in a memorable 
way.  

That"s my kind of party. ~M. Lowery  

Think about the best party you ever 
attended.  What made it the best?   
Most of your good friends were 
there, doing what they do best, and 
you got to share in the moments 
that make life worth living.  With 
that in mind, how is a great party 
any different from a great partner-
ship?   

Besides the lack of fermented yeast 
beverages, partnerships can be just 
like a great party.  Here at the Pikes 

As most folks return to their daily 
routines after a long summer, it is a 
great time to re-examine how well 
prepared you are, as well as your 
family and neighboring community.  
The American Red Cross  promoted 
#Save A Life September$ last month.  
At the Egon Gerson Service Center 
in Summit County, numerous 
health and safety classes were of-
fered to the public.  A shelter survey 
volunteer training helped the com-
munity prepare for the upcoming 

blizzard season.  Community CPR 
classes and Professional Rescuer 
classes enabled individuals to re-
spond to emergencies.  The first Red 
Cross Ambassador class in Summit 
County trained people to spread the 
message of preparedness to a 
greater part of the community.  The 
local newspaper ran one article a 
week on different topics of prepar-
edness to inform people on its im-
portance.  A local radio station  also 
holded an interview with the Egon 

Gerson Service Center manager to 
discuss what it means to be pre-
pared.  While September was spe-
cifically billed as #Save A Life$ 
month, the programs and informa-
tion offered during this time will 
help people prepare for the rest of 
the year. ~R. Stevenson  

Preparedness Month 

VOAD 

Putting the #Party$ in Partnership 
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The goal of most in-service trainings is to learn s ome-
thing new and to apply these learned skills to your  
current job.  I definitely learned a lot on a recen t trip 
to New Orleans, but the most interesting part was 
learning more about my fellow VISTA members in the 
state.  I learned that Mary is obsessed with her 
Kleenex and could use some safety bars in parts of 
her house.  John drinks about 12 sodas a day.  Sara h 
truly does not have an inside voice.  Derik has a bit of 
an attitude that stretches beyond his years. And Je s-
sica is probably the best supervisor ever for makin g 
the most of our time together.  All in all it was a  great 
training: I got to spend some quality time with the  
people that I work with virtually, and got to spend  
some quality time away from the people I work with 
everyday. ~R. Stevenson  

What Rita Learned in NOLA" 

Pictures below clockwise 
from top left. 

Derik claims he doesn"t take 
good pictures! 

Team dinner on the last 
night in New Orleans. 

A little Yoga in the airport 
before the long flight home 

John and Rita sharing close 
quarters in a taxi. 


